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the ample geometry of the robust form was devisedto
oping sub-urban context of koswatte,
battaramulla the _ pts efficient and optlmum
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uilt on a 12-perch block of land
bordering a bustling road on two sides,
the footprint of the house is contained in
under & parchas, excluding allowances for
road and rear space reservations by reg-
ulation,

The living space and its adjocent garden
are raised 4 feet from the existing ground
level, allowing the eye-level to be obove
the boundary walls of the road; thus bor-
rowing visual spoce from the road and
neighboring gardans ot a higher alevation,
permitting privacy. The living room opens
up to the garden through frameless gloss
doors, and the entire width of the sits is
visibla from any given spot in the living
area. White is the predominant interior co-
lour, creating o larger perception of space.
The design of spacious volumes inside are
formed by one large hall spoce on the first
fioor at the center of the mass shared by
commeon activities of the home; the dining,
pantry and TV lounge are all open to one
another, visually and physically borrowing
and sharing spoce with each other and the
garden, resulting with free-flowing space
with the illusion of lorger area despite the
restricted footprint,

The steel and timber staircase, with its lu-
cid lines, rises from ground level to the sec-
ond floor beside large glass openings to o
marsh pond outside. The visual lightness of
the stairs amplifies the openness of space
in the central volume, while the connection
with the outdoors turns an otherwise mun-
dane task of climbing up and down the
stairs o pleasont walk. This spatial connec-
tivity offers its occupants the opportunity
to engage with each other, while involved
in separate and different octivities across
the entire length and breadth of the house.
The epaces are primarily simple, spacious
and functional, with ample daylight and
breeze.

The mad-facing fagode to the west re-
sponds to solor orientation to cut down
heat gain during the day; the fogode is
composed of blank brick walls, timber lou-
vers and porous exposed brick. avoiding
the use of glass, incorporating crogs ven-
tilation and reducing thermal gain from
direct sun. The ground and first floors are
buffered from the west with thick folioge,
and all bedrooms avoid walls to the west
and are offered north- and south-foc-
ing windows. All service pipes, except
the storm water down pipes of the mo-
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PROJECT DETAILS
Architoct’s swn house

ARCHITECTE:
Oihan Muthugala and
Wilsoshi Eleparuma

LAND EXTENTT
12 parches

AREA
3,200 sa.ft
COMBLETION
Desembar 7014
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The ground and first
floors are buffered
from the west with
thick foliage, and
all bedrooms avoid
walls to the west
and are offered
north- and south-
facing windows.
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no-pitched roof, ore concealed within the struc
tura, with minimum spatial interruptions, allow
ing for an optimum lucid aesthetic, integration
and comfort. The roof’s down pipes, however,
are unapologetic for their app wce on the
front fagode and double as o features framing
the main entronce.

The house ownars are also able to enjoy the
blue sky during the doytime or the moenlight
and distant lights ot night time from the living
room sofo, the dining table, kitchen countar or
the stoirease through a narrow glass strip that
runs the periphery beneath the second floor
slab. The second floor is an open tranguil area
with on increased sky view ond cross ventilo-

tion as it is unobstructed by neighboring struc-
tures thot reach only up to the first floor. It is
in this release of spoce where the two family
bedrooms are perched, with views ocross the
distant vicinity.

The design of o timber screen between the roof
and the wall on the top floor bedrooms and
the tall interfioor space on lower levels allows
cross breeze and light to infiltrote all spaces.
F q existing veg 1 on site ond the
additional thick vegetation contributes to the
internal spoce by evoporative cooling from
the west, privocy screening from neighboring
premises and buffering noise from the congest-
ad rood.Q




