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single fomily housa [built in the
80%) in a partial state of aban-
donment is ocquired by new
owners, who demond a fresh
functionality and cesthetic for
their fomily's soon-to-be new
home. The brief was to create open plan spac
@i with improvad relationships to the garden,
and a kitchen thot could be enjoyed as o
social space. Located in Morotuwa, this ren-
ovated home is simultansously sophisticot-
od and cozy; ollering a homely retreat with
contemporary comfort. The design intent was
to capture the translucent and independent
spirit and way of life of the dwellers modify-
ing the existing house 1o form a designed built
spoca and landscope. The original house ac-
commadated a family of four and a maid; the
new configuration needed to contain o family
of five, o guest area, and covered parking for
two vehicles. The chollenge posed by the re-
and rehabilitotion of the house
is the integration of a new area in the axist-
ing footprint, mainteining o generous garden
spaca.

It con be difficult to merge the different ar-
chitectural concepts of the 1980z enclosure
and contemparary disclosure without result-
ing in an incongruent oesthetic. In this case
the architects managed to do exactly that, by
rainventing the built form with o light-weight
axpansion. The new additions to the existing
reinforced concrete structure grew from the
grid of the original structure and were of
structural steel, glass and timber fenestration;
with the intension of differentioting the new
from the old part of the housa by the visual
weight of materials; achieving a good dio-
legue between both. The reformed dwelfing stands in stunning controst 1o the built form previously eccupying the premices; nestied in
its designed landscopa

A new loyout and form

The transformation of this house sow the liv-
ing area expanded. The layout and form were
adjusted to make the space more open plan
and social, making the garden an extension of
tha living space for entartaining friends and
family.

As one arrives ot tha compound, the full depth lﬁ
and width of the site is in view with the paving

and vegetotion stretching the view to the pe-

rimeter. The externol expression of the form is T T
derived from the geometry of volumes in the | r

axtended fagade and roof, 1

Based on the concept of living in o garden | l l l l

and gatharing under o roof. the most prom Soction ¥
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inent modificotion is in the oddition of o gloss
envelape along the pre-existing grids of the struc-
ture whare the haight is doubled. This projection
of the existing house favors the reading of spatial
continuity from ald to new, and from the interi-
ar to tha exterior. The plan here was to design o
space to provide o specific and distinctive exter
nal living experience indoors.

The demolition work i | of o bulky

l and peripheral walls on both
floors, ot locotions isolating the interior from
tha garden. The now bespoke steel and timber
staircase offers tronsparency, increasing depth
of spoce and the entry of natural light into the
living, redefining the character spoce and appro-
priation of it.

The open-plon kitchen locotad adjocent to the
dining and the ampla kitchen islond allow for un-
obstructed circulotion and space for friends and
family to gather around ta enjoy meals. Smollor
scale rooms hove been added ol the rear of the
site, for kitchen, loundry and maid’s areas.

Abundant Openings

The house actively pricritizes per ity mind-
ful of its impoct on the character of space. Par-
ticulor core was token in the way fenestration
is integroted with the new constructed volume;
o timber screen provides visual relief, friondlier
than the opogque masonry walls of the old strue-

bil

Particular care
was taken in tha
vy fenmstration i
integrated with the
new constiucted
valume; a tmber
sereen providey
vinual reliel

turn; timber in its notural finish mediotes more
delicately batween public and private space.

The simple but significant glass and fimber
fogode framed by o sieek steel structure, ren-
dered in block, wraps the extended comer of the
house offering o contemporary feel on the exteri-
or. The facade takes advantage of the views and
the sunlight; timber screens and blinds lining the
east foce of the glassing ensurs an abundance of
natural light to flood the Interior, forming shadow
patterns that enfiven the spoce throughout the
day.

Inside - OQutside:

The dining cpens out to a timber deck farming o
spill over space for outdoor entertainmant. All in-
terior spoces are open o green trees with large
openings. A neutral palette offers prominence to
vegetation to creote o seamless and airy living
spoce,

The bedrooms and bath-eoms, the more intimate
spaces of the home needing belter privacy, ore
containad in a solid block in contrast with the
translucent screen, whie the living, dining and
kitchen social areas are open and exposed to the
axterion

The reformed dwelling stands in stunning con-
trast to the built form previously occupying the
premises; nestied in ite designod landscape. O



